Review of TCOYL Workbook

----------------

Matt P.  

Sept. 16, 2002

---------------

Doc:

Nice job!!  The writing style in the workbook is (I think) Clearer and easier to understand than your first writing styles in the textbook.  The sentence structures are more straightforward, less commas, better instructions.  I can tell you have grown from writing the textbook.

Plus, there is some VERY good stuff in the workbook!  Practical, simple, do-able and potentially life-changing.  Good content.

Suggestions

(first the big items)

------------------------

1. The workbook assumes that you own, and have read, the textbook.  However, I would like to see the workbook be more "stand alone", in that it can be read, learned from, and filled-out without having read the textbook.  I think it's gonna be a hot seller, but not everyone wants a textbook.  The last personal growth book I bought, personally, was Dr. Phil's new Workbook which was written in a way that one does NOT have to buy the book, as well.  When you refer to a page, or pages, in the book, go ahead and include those pages in the workbook (most are only a page or 2 or 3).

2. Many of the exercises are a list of Questions… but there are no Answers!  I know I got some of these wrong, but I don't know which, or what they should be.  People seem to like to take Tests, but they also want to know how they did.  I think that some type of scoring method, or the correct Answers to the questions, are crucial to the success of this workbook.

3. The workbook is quite a bit "drier" than the textbook.  Much of your kidding, charming, conversational writing style and personality that made the book fun to read and learn from, is gone.  Can you put some humor back in it?  Let people get to know you, to feel you.  This might be tricky at this point, as it might come off weird just putting little quips in here and there, but I'd like to see the whole attitude lightened up a bit.  

4. With all that said, I could see this becoming an eBook very soon!  I will be happy to market it online, and that way, you can make any changes as you go along… instantly.  Let's get BOTH books made into eBooks REAL SOON!  You can change it whenever you wish!


TCOYL
$   9.95


Workbook
$   9.95


Both

$ 14.95

5. And, I could see this entire workbook being made into an Online CLASS.  People could: start the class, fill-in their answers on online forms, answers/grading is done automatically, a place for personal notes, make lists Printable (like 3 possible responses the listener can say), come back where they left off… and if the textbook is online, too, we can put Links from the workbook to the exact spot in the Textbook where that concept was explained -- very powerful, indeed!

Doc, I know your goal was to have this done YESTERDAY, but the first is always the hardest and takes the longest.  The NEXT workbook will be MUCH easier and faster, just as TCOYR will be easier and faster than TCOYL was!

TCOYL Workbook Suggestions

(specifics)

----------------

1. Put Doc's name on every OTHER page, or else when the book is open, he's shown TWICE on each page and that's a bit much.  Same with the TITLE of the book… on every OTHER page, please.

2. Put the Exercise Name and Number in the footer of every OTHER page.

3. Always start a new chapter on the right-hand page.

4. How about starting each exercise with a standardized heading like:


Intent of this Exercise


  or


Skills You Will Learn


  or


Objective(s)


For example, on Exercise 1, a bulleted list might be included, such as:

· Listening skills

· Patience

· Respect for Others

· Attentiveness

· Validation of Others

· Emotional Aikido

5. I suggest there be NO HYPHENATIONS in the entire book!  The wording is sparse enough to just move any truncate-able words to the next line.  The print is large, and nice, but hyphenated words aren't necessary in this text.

Nice job… keep going!

- Matt

